ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
n 2000, the SEC sought comments on a concept release on international accounting standards. The U. S. rule-making body, the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) and the International Accounting Standards Board (IASB) initiated a convergence process in 2002 with the goal of a single set of highquality global accounting standards. FASB and the IASB committed to work together to minimize and, if possible, eliminate differences between U.S. GAAP and IFRS. In 2008, the SEC issued a proposed road map to a single set of standards. The SEC provided an update in 2010 continuing to support convergence with a proposed adoption date of 2014 to 2015.
The attempt at setting a single set of standards for the entire international accounting community has been in motion for over 40 years. The International Accounting Standards Committee was formed in 1973 and evolved into the IASB in 2001. European accounting regulators pushed for the creation of international standards to coincide with the creation of the European Union. The European Union adopted IFRS in 2005 with Australia, New Zealand, China, Korea, Israel, India, Canada, Japan and nearly 100 other countries also adopting IFRS (Thomas, 2009 ).
In 2010, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) announced that IFRS would be included on the Certified Public Accounting (CPA) exam beginning in January 2011. In order to make sure that CPA's have a basic understanding of IFRS, there are IFRS questions in three sections of the CPA exam. The fourth I © 2011 The Clute Institute section, Regulations, will not have IFRS questions (DeFelice, 2010). It is apparent that accounting students must be knowledgeable of IFRS in order to become CPAs and in order to practice. The article will describe the changes in accounting curricula brought about by IFRS in the top 20 U.S. accounting programs. 
METHODOLOGY
The authors theorize that the top accounting programs will take the lead in integrating IFRS into their curricula. Therefore, the top accounting programs were examined to determine whether they had an international or IFRS course in their curricula and whether the course was required or elective. IFRS courses were identified as those that had IFRS, International, Multinational, or Global in their titles. The top 20 accounting programs were identified by using the survey results published in the October 31, 2009 issue of Public Accounting Report. The Report uses faculty surveys to identify the top 25 undergraduate, graduate and doctoral programs. The top 20 programs are shown in Table 1 . The top three undergraduate programs were at the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, the University of Texas -Austin, and Brigham Young University; the top graduate programs were the same three schools with a different order -the University of Texas-Austin, the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, and Brigham Young University. The top three research doctoral programs were the University of Texas -Austin, the University of Chicago and Stanford University.
RESULTS
In addition to listing the schools surveyed, Table 1 also indicates whether the accounting program offered an international course and, if offered, whether the course was elective or required. Table 2 lists the titles of the courses. Issues in International Accounting (4 credit hours) Business and International Taxation (4 credit hours) Doctoral Programs None *Courses with the term "International," "Global," "Multinational or "IFRS" in the title.
As shown in Table 1 , none of the top 20 undergraduate programs required an international accounting course and just seven offered an elective course. At the Masters level, two programs had required courses, Michigan State University and Texas A & M University. At Michigan State University the international course is required for just two of their four specialties -Financial Reporting and Assurance Services and Management Accounting. Twelve Masters Programs offered elective courses in the international accounting field with the University of Texas -Austin and the University of Washington each offering two elective courses. At the doctoral level there were no required or elective offerings in international accounting.
